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KÖPRÜLÜ, M e h m e d  F u a d , until 1934 K ö p r ü l ü - 
z â d e  M e h m e d  F u jâ d  (1890-1966), prominent T u rk ­
ish  sc h o la r  and the pioneer of Turkish studies in 
the modern sense in Turkey. Born in Istanbul, he 
was the son of Ismâ'îl Fâ’iz Bey, a civil servant, a 
descendant of the sister of the famous Ottoman 
grand vizier Köprülü Mehmed Pasha [q.v.] who 
married Kibleli Muştafâ Paşha, one-time vizier of 
Mehemmed IV. His mother Khadidia Khânlm was 
the daughter of 'Arif H ikmet Efendi, a member of 
the '■ ulanuF of Islimye in Rumeli (Sliven in present 
day Bulgaria). He was educated at Ayâspaşha junior 
high school (rüşhdiyye) and at Merdjan high school 
(imdadı) in Istanbul. Later, for two years he attended 
the School of Law (Mekteb-i IJulşiik), which he left 
in 1909, but he was mainly self-taught. After teaching 
in various schools, he was appointed in 1913, with 
p iy â 5 (Ziya) Gökalp’s support, to the chair of Turk­
ish literature in the University of Istanbul, vacant 
upon the resignation of Khâlid Ç iyâ5 [?•«.], a position 
which he kept until 1939. He also taught at the 
School (later Faculty) of Political Science (Siyasal 
Bilgiler) and in the Ankara Faculty of Arts (Dil ve 
Tarih-Coğrafya Fakültesi) (where he covered Ottoman 
history and institutions). He served for eight months 
as under-secretary at the Ministery of Education in 
1924 and was elected deputy from Kars in 1936- 
After 1939 he settled in Ankara and joined political 
life. In January 1946 he became one of the four
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founders of the Democratic Party [see d e m o k r a t  
p a r t İ]. Following the 1950 elections he became 
Foreign Minister (1950-5) and Minister of State in 
1956, but resigned from the party on account of a 
rift with the other leaders. Following the revolution 
of 27 May i960, he was arrested and briefly detained 
on Yassiada (in the Sea of Marmara) where all 
Democratic Party leaders were being tried, but he 
was acquitted on all charges. In 1961 he founded 
the short-lived Yeni Demokrat Parti (“ The New 
Democratic Party” ) and soon afterwards retired 
from political life. He died in Istanbul on 28 June 
1966 as a consequence of an earlier traffic accident 
in Ankara.
Fu5âd Köprülü started his career as a poet and 
literary critic. His name began to appear towards 
the end of 1908 in various papers and periodicals 
particularly in the Therwet-i Fünün [q.v.]. As a 
poet he belonged to the Fedjr-i Âti group [q.v.], an 
extension of the Therwet-i Fünün school. In 1912 
he mainly contributed to the daily liakk  and its 
literary supplement. He gradually switched to re­
search and in 1913 he published in Bilgi Medfmücasl 
(i» 3' 52) his “ Method in the history of Turkish 
literature” (Türk edebiyydti tcFrxkhinde üşül). Like 
many young talents of his generation he came under 
the impact of ipiyâ5 (Ziya) Gökalp [q.v.] and of the 
Turkist movement which he led [see t ü r k ğ ü l ü k , 
and contributed many articles to Türk yurdu (1913), 
the organ of the movement and to the daily Ikddm 
where he serialised a study on folk poetry (February- 
June 1914). In 1915 he founded the journal M illi 
tetebbüHer medjrntfasl (“ Journal of National Re­
search” ), where he published some of his early 
important study on cdshlk poetry (i, 5-46). In July 
1917 p iy â 5 Gökalp founded the famous Yeni Medf- 
müca (“ the New Review” ) which gathered together 
all the leading young writers of the period and where 
Fu3âd Köprülü published his new-style poems (in 
spoken Turkish, syllabic metre and on “ national” 
topics as required by the new M illi cdebiyydt trend) 
and his articles of literary criticism and research. 
After the publication in 1918 of his epoch-making 
monograph on “ Early mystics in Turkish literature” 
i.e. Ahmed Yesewl and Yûnus Emre (Türk ede- 
biyydtinda ilk miitesawwlflar) and of the first two 
parts of his history of Turkish literature (Türk 
edebiyyâtî ta’ rikhi, i, 1920 and ii, 1921), Köprülü 
concentrated his research on the origins and develop­
ment of classical Turkish literature and culture in 
Anatolia; the evolution of Turkish Islam and 
Ottoman institutions; the Turkish legal system; 
and the development of Turkish literature in other 
literary dialects e.g. Azeri and Chaghatay. His work 
shed new light on the formative period of Turkish 
literature in Anatolia; very little research had been 
carried out in this field before him. But his greatest 
contribution is to have treated the evolution of the 
many branches of Turkish literature and culture as 
one unit and to have studied its development as a 
whole. In 1924 he founded in Istanbul University 
the Institute of Turcology (Türkiyydt Enstitüsü) and 
its organ the Türkiyydt Medimücasl. Apart from his 
many articles (some of which are independent 
monographs) published in various scholarly journals, 
particularly Hayât, Türkiyyat MedimüC-asl, Ede- 
biyyât Fakültesi Medimücasi, Belleten, Türk hukuk ve 
iktisat tarihi mecmuası, and the Turkish edition of 
the Encyclopaedia of Islâm (İslâm Ansiklopedisi), 
Köprülü is the author of the following major works: 
Tilrkiyye Ta’rikhi, i (“ History of Turkey” ), Istanbul 
1923 (covers the period up to the settlement of the
Turks in Anatolia); Bugünkü edebiyydt (“ Literature 
of today” ), Istanbul 1924 (collection of early articles 
on literary criticism and book reviews); Türk ede­
biyydtl ta'rikhi, i, Istanbul 1926 (revised and en­
larged edition of the two parts published in 1920-1); 
M illi edebiyydt dfereydnlnlh ilk mübeşhşhirleri . . . 
(“ Forerunners of the national literature move­
ment” ), Istanbul 1928 (contains selections from the 
ioth/i6th century poet Edirneli Na?mî who ex­
perimented with “ pure Turkish” ); Türk dili ve 
edebiyati üzerinde araştırmalar, İstanbul 1934 (a 
collection of research articles and book reviews); 
Les origines de Vempire ottoman, Paris 1935; and 
Türk saz şairleri*, in 3 volumes, the first of which 
is published for the first time (Istanbul 1962).
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